162. PRETORIA TOWN COUNCIL AND THE GOVERNMENT
It seems that the Government and the Pretoria Town Council have
the knack of disagreeing on all important matters, in each case the Coun-
cil being hopelessly in the wrong. The latest instance is in connection
with its'very constitution. The Council is powerless to do much work
for the rate-payers unless it allows itself to come under Ordinance 58 of
1903, regulating Municipal Corporations, but the Council is unwilling
to do so unless, in the words of Mr. Van Boeschten, a Councillor, "it re-
ceives the power to force Coloured people to keep off the foot-paths", which
power is not reserved by the Ordinance in question. The Government,
therefore, has notified the Council that it must either decide to come
under the Ordinance or not at all, as the matter has been hanging fire
now for several months, pointing out to the Council that,
unless it comes within the scope of the Ordinance, it has no power to work tram-
ways, to expend money on a fire brigade, or upon many other things which it
is necessary for the Council to do or carry on. In particular, they have no power
to raise money on loan from persons other than the Government, and the Govern-
ment is not in a position to advance money on loan to the Municipality.
This communication from the Government has been resented by the Coun-
cil, and it has again shelved the  question by passing a resolution that
"the Council will be prepared to come under Ordinance 58 of 1903 after
the Traffic Bye-Laws regarding sidewalks have been passed".   This is
nothing less than a challenge thrown down by the Council. If it were
not for the fact that the party opposing is the Council of the Metropolis
of the Transvaal, the action would be considered to be very churlish. On the
one hand, there is the question of the legal existence of the Council, and
as the Assistant Colonial Secretary to the local Government   states, a
loss to the extent of several thousands of pounds per annum to the rate-
payers; on the other, that of excluding Coloured persons from using the
foot-paths. An ordianry business Corporation would have, at any rate,
first of all secured the ample powers in virtue of the Ordinance and then,
if it was considered necessary, set about insisting on getting its Foot-path
Bye-Laws.   The Pretoria Town Council has, however, reversed the order,
and like the baby in the tub^ it would not be happy till it has got the power
to prohibit Coloured people from using foot-paths.  We shall watch with
interest the development of the struggle between the Government and
the Council.
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